212          PERSONALITY OF THE PRESCHOOL CHILD
A combination of narrow movements with interrupted lines or
confinement may indicate fear and anxiety.
Narrow movements combined with circular curves seem to indi-
cate a certain withdrawing from the environment, suggesting dream-
iness and self-involvement.
Narrow movements accompanied by lines in different directions
or sudden movements hint at a state of excitation and nervousness.
In a combination of narrow movements with low pressure and
interrupted lines, or confinement or monotony, we approach an
emotional disturbance.
Experience indicates that graphic movements, even of the most
primitive kind, are not merely accidental. Each movement results
from an inner personal process which is determined by personality,
but at different times different parts of the personality may be in
the foreground of activity. Each person, even the quietest, is at
times aggressive. If we get a graphic specimen made in such an
aggressive mood, which is very rare for that person, we would point
out a personality trait which is not at all typical of this person. If
we wish to get the typical features of personality, prevailing over
longer periods, we must compare graphic specimens of the same
person made at different times. Only such comparisons will indicate
the significant features which serve as a starting point for explaining
what we call personality, namely, a rather consistent configuration
of trends. Such comparison gives us, even for the most primitive
kind of drawing, new elements of consideration.
We can see, for instance, whether a child repeats the same
graphic traits at different times. Such repetition not only indicates
that these movements pertain to the basic personality, but since a
basic trend can also be expressed in a variety of movements, very
similar repetitions express a high degree of the trend concerned. If,
for example, such repetition occurs in circular curves we may guess
that the child has not only a capacity for rhythmic expression, but
that he possesses the rhythmic expression as a talent, hinting at a
basis for developing an artistic personality. If, on the other hand,
interruptions or confinements appear repeatedly we may deduce
that the inhibitions are not transient ones, but indicate a more seri-
ous disturbance, either of a biological or of a psychological nature.
Certain strokes which in one specimen might indicate a temporary
^security are, if repeated in the same way, significant as an indica-
tion of an emotional disturbance. In such a cause the lines may be
considered as curves on a seismograph wtich indicate a nervous or
even neurotic activity.